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* Six generations of the Riis

farnily have spent holidays and
surmmers at this Point Clear,
Alabama, collage. The well-
loved house has survived
hurricanes and once served as
a Civil War hospital.

* Travel with us to the Bahamias
to celebrate Junkanoo, the
colorful New Year's festival of

music, parades, and castumes,

from the editor

1 write this, the remmants of Hurricang Tke are crossing Michigan,

leaving Houston in the dark and Galveston awash. T'm online,
clicking through images of boats piled up at 3 Galveston marina and inland
homes surrounded by scawater. At press time, the full impact of the storm in
termns of Iives and property lost 1s sall unknown,

We do know that Hurmicane lke's eve passed directly over Beachtown,
the Galveston community where our November Idea House—believe it or
not—still stands.

On the Beachtown Web site, a note savs, “As expected, the horrble foree of
this storm caused damage to the landscape. However, the fortified construction
of the homes at Beachtown passed its first major test. All of [them] are standing
and their integrivy i intacr.”™

As much as we wnte about responsible building on the coast and the pre
cautions that must be taken to withstand the forces of nature, nothing puts our
words to the test like a hurnicane. Our Idea House was designed 1o exceed the
strict requirements of the national “Fordfied ... for safer living” program estab-
lished by the Tnstitute for Business
and Home Safety. We paid special
attenaon o choosing framing,
shutters, siding, and roofing marerials
that would withsmand hurricane—force
winds and pounding rain. The first
Hoor is alse budt 20 feet of of the
ground to minimmize foodma.

Artending to those details first,
while mayhe not as éxciting as select-
ing kitchen cabinets or sofa fabnc,
gave us the freedon to then focus on
the “pretty™ part. Once we made
sure the house could fice storms like
Ike, our designer took over and filled
the rooms with furnishings and colors that define fresh seaside style. We've
given you 36 pages of ideas (starting on page 47) for your own home, plus
more mages on our Web site, coastalbving com,

We all know that building a house is a costly venture. Bur many of us find
the dream of 2 new home—especially one on the coast—irresistible: The
ematanal pull of the sea and shore can be as strong as those hurricane-force
winds, If‘_-'I:JLl respond to that call, buld haf_c]'_.; and reqln;:n:,jbl}-_ Post-1ke. we

can say with mere juthonty than ever: You'll be glad you did.

Kay AJFuston
Editor in Chief




furniture - paint s * windows - roofing

Get ina’girec%ocated in

Beachtown, on the Sane
of Galveston Island, our bran
new ldea House has a timeless

style you'll love.







coastal living idea house 2008

ow do you design a beach house that

perfectly blends the charm of historical
Galveston with modern-day convemences? |ust
take a few cues fram our tireless design team, who
combined the latest n technology with the best of
classic style to create a home thar feels like a haven.

Developer Tofigh Shirazi of the Beachiown
Galveston Corporation worked with Atlanta-based
interior designer Susan Borzeman and San Antonio—
based archireces Michael Imber and Brandan Moss to
forge a look that combines traditional and modermn,
highlighting che beauty of Galveston's architecoural
history and balancing it with light, fresh interiors,

In the hving room, Susan created layvers of rexture
with sheer draperies, wicker furniture, and a metal
table. “1 wanted the house to look mere “evolved’
than ‘decorated.’ " she says. “This room has a grear
mix of old and new with the contemporary paintings
and slick rope chair, and then the crusty shell box

|pictured on page 50]. It reads as collected rather

than styhized.”

Tocombat Galveston’s
sumatimes tumultuous weathar, the bullding team
selected In'tpactﬂsimm g}ass specifically tested for
hurrlcm conditions, IﬂSuptember,the windmus got
a serfous trial run during Hurricane fke. To read about
how the hiouse fared In the storm, turn to page 10,

[ R SRt ‘#uq_ Flizatuth Eakins Ine Lo
shters: Hunseriiot: 1Iaa“f|‘ldnm anid denans: TELEIANERS
it ﬁ-:r'gT-rn Home Srands. Drapery fabeic Sunbretl
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Susan anchored the living room with shpeoversd
furniture and plaid rugs thae unite all of the colors, then
added accents such as a cork table and custom pillows
appliquéd with sea life, “We nsed sand tones. soft blues

and greens, and a Littde pop of aqua on the lamps for con-

O Fue Diizal kins Inc. | owvered shutters: Hunter Dougla

trast, so evervehing didn't scem the sone,” Susan says.

I dudn’t want any one thing to stand out and be oo
strong. 1 wanted 1t all to fow. At the beach, you
don't want your vision o stop anvwhere. It should go

straight through to that fabulous view off the poreh.™




iea cottage 2008

Positioned right an the ocean, our Beachtown ldea House required building materials that
::nulu;i withstand the homid weaﬁ'ler and harsh coastal elements, Because pﬂm& outdoor living space was a must, the team
selectad a dacking product made of cellular PV, Though it has the loosk and grain of real wood, the material resists mold,
scratches, and even wine and food spills. The trim on the house is composed of the same PVC-based material.

il the living room, a porch overdooking the coffee table crafted from doftwood and metal Tooks

dunes and Gulf of Mexico invites visitors light and beachy, but has the weighs to stay put despite
to gather, “Tt's so [ibulous, because vou're right there strong winds off the ocean, “This s an intimate seating
on the beach,” Susan says, “lt's a great place for the arca where you can have your cockeail before serving
whale r‘.*-.miiy to hang our,” dinner at the table,” Susan says,

She selecred a teak sectional with creamy-white
cushions, and rhen introduced plaviul blues in the

weltmgr, throw pllows, and outdoor rug. A rustic O




i the kitchen, the team focused on details ro
achieve a classic beach cottage look, choosing a
farmhouse sink., beaded-board accents, vintage-style
pendant lights. and engineered wood floors with an
authentic hand-seraped appearance. Streamlined
white cabinetry, with a mix of solid and glass-frone
doars and open shelving, enhances the cortage appeal
and makes items easily accessible, Plus, “the glass
visually expands the kitchen,” Susan says.

Mot everything was meant to appear old, Susan

selected chic natural guartz countertops that murc

O:

polished conerere, and cutting-edgge stainless steel
appliances. On the kitcchen sland, a sleek, flat,
gas-through-glass cooktop is just 16 inches deep,
allowing for more counter space while still offering
full cooking capacity,

Susan carried the kitchen's clean, simple palerte
into the dining room, where she paired a faded wood
rable with feminine shipeovered chaiss. 1 love how
the table’s color connects to the driftwood mirror,
and | think round is a wonderful shape because the

room is almost square,” she sayvs. “The sliprovers
1 :
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mizke the room feel more relaxed and inviting. ™ She
also continued the theme of muxing old and new,
adding a narrow, distressed console and a madern
glass centerpiece. Tt mives the room o bit of sparkle
and makes it a hede more contemporary,” Susan says.
Michael and Brandan separated the dining area
from the living room with columns rather than walls
to keep the space lighe and airy. *|The columns)
wive the house thythm and structure but open 1t up
for modern living,” Michael says. *And they open

up views [rom one space to another.”
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A To soften the space
and to stay consistent with the color scheme in the
adjoining living area, Susan hung pajstey draperies in
soft blue, green, and send tones. But because the room
gets ample natural light, she also installed woven
shades to filter the garly-morning sun, "The different
textures relate well to each other and make the room
feel cozy,” she says.
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1zh ceilings call for high design, so Susan

suspended laxarious drapenies around
the master bed, For a nautical touch, she used ropes
to hang the canopy. "'l wanted to make the bed
enveloping and cozy,” she savs. The mattress is
designed ftor uldmate comiort, featuring an allergen-
free organic cotton cover and foam support systern,

Touches of elegance also make their way into che

master bath, Though the board walls, stoall white
tiles, and andque-stvle faucet say vintage, the spa wb

speaks of modern luxuary.




coastal living idea cottage 2008

- Inside each nﬂhese gmceﬁtl columng ire;a :uhe ul’ ﬂahﬂeﬁ&eﬂ.lanm thehmmﬂul&unh

‘of hr:tunc Galveston with the strength to 5unﬁv¢a hurricane such as Swwhbe:*'alhei whkhpmﬁnﬁaﬁtiwiﬁimm .
addition to the steel portals, the house is buift on concrete pilfars that won't detmuratemthn coastat :ﬂmmﬂuvmy wood
pilings do, “What we’ re doing here goesabove and beyand the coastal fortification mqlﬂm'rmtstngh! nurn'.nmts paace

‘of mind,* says developer Tofigh Shirazi. “Not just with this house, but in mry house at B-!adwtﬂm :

laving off the bedroom’s neutral color palette, Because connectivity to the street level is an

Susan chose a nich, chocolate scheme for the important element in this traditional neighborhood,
adjomning balcony, which soars high above the shore- the teamn placed palms and other plants around che
line. A deep-brown shade gves the wicker-soyle porch to further unite it with the ground below.

furniture a2 more updated look and des in with the
ourdoor rug, The calvanized coffee table makes the
perfect spot for a newspaper and propped-up feer, O

and vibrant thirow pillows finish the space.

11
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he bluc-and-green vine-pattern fabnc
mspired this room’s soplisticated look. " The
colors were just so soft and pretoy—I| thought they
wonld make for a wonderful guest room,” Susan says.
She had the headboard uphaolstered in the fabric and
made a bed skirt to match, then had linens custom
made with borders in corresponding colors,
Susan filled the room with dainty, fominne

details, including curvy hedside tables and lamyp
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shades mimmed with glass beads, On the windaows,

she “kept the curtans unlined and flowy,” combining
blue gwngham draperies {edged in a green version of

the same pattern) with white twill loman shades.

R Sl
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| or a retro look, Susan outfitted the laundry room with

beaded-board walls, sturdy cabinetry, a deep cast-iron utilicy

sink, and a vintage-sryle faucer. She used sarurated colars here,
painting the back of the hanging cabinet a rich blue to contrast the
marshy green. “We wanted it to look like a found object,” she savs.

The appliances, on the other hand, are anything but dated. The
washer features 19 specialty cveles, including several for specific
rvpes of stins. And both it and the dryer are Energy Star rated for
ultimare efhiciency.
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bunk suite

he finely appointed bunk room is as stylish

as it is fun. Board walls and manne-style light
fixtures gve this space a lighthearted feel, while navy
houndstooth fabric puts a polished spin on the nawt-
cal motl, *Tt feels like vou've just gone below deck.”
Susan says.

The adjoining bath fearures a low cabinet posi-

tioned under the window and a well-worn galvanized
bucker for a sink. Tradinonal white subway tiles in
the shower and soft blue pennyrounds on the foor

are classic cholces that never go out of style




alveston homes—particularly
those buile cloge to the
water—are raised to avold Aood dam-
age. Our teamn ook advantage of
the space below the house to creare
a fabulous spot for entertaining, with
Just the dunes separating it from the
sandy beach,
The diming area includes a teak
table and chairs, while the outdoor
kitchen boasts more than just your

average erill. *You can fix your entire

meal and enjov it outside,” Susan savs.
“¥ou don't have to go up and down
the stairs 25 times to get things, because
vou can have it all righte there ™

She also designed.a cabana for
de-sanding alter a play day in the
surt. “At the beach, evervone loves
outdoor showers,” Susan says.
“They're fun, and it's grear not w

bring all the sand inside.”
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community
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popular shores, he had one major goal: “to bring the

hen Tofigh Shirazi decided to create a

now comroumty on one of Texas’ most

beach to historie Galveston,™ he says. Surrounded by
a nature preserve, the 26()-acre property cventually
will be home to almost 600 single-family homesites,
1,200 lofts and apartments, and two horels—all
mspired by the classic architecture and charm of

the island’s historic discrict. While Beachtown likely
will be a hot spot for vacationers and second-home
owners, Tofich hopes locals will
enjoy the area’s many amenities,
as well. “This project doesn't have
any gates,” he savs. “It’s open o
the public, and we like

it that way,™

walk nstead,” T'ofish says. Three neyghborhood
villages and a maze of green walkways reinforce that
pedestrian-friendly philosophy.

Beachrown has also commirtted to creating hiking
and bike paths, and preserving the natural ligoons
and sand dunes, bur the beach is the major drawe.
“We have the only acereting beach in Galveston,™
Toligh savs, which means that while other beaches
face crosion, the shore on the east end of the sland
is growing 3 to 7 feet a vear, guaranteeing fun in the
sun for years to come.

Tofigh Shirazi
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Begciwn aiveslion

Corporation

Planned by the acclaimed firm
Duany Plater-Zyberk & Co., the
traditional neighborhood focuses
on gstablishing relationships among
owners, their community, and
natare:. “"We hope that when
people get here, they' leave the

cary 1 the garage and bike or

coastal

Videns, more photos, and & 360-degree virtual tour




nspired by Galveston’s nch architectural pase,

Michael and Brandan designed o Carpenter
Gothic—sryle home, aking into consideration the
necessary elevation requirements, “This 1sn't a
typical house on stlts.” Michael says. “We wanted
to create 4 house that stays true to its style in scale
whale relaring to the neighborhoed.”

The duo maximized the number of windows

in the project, flooding the house with light and

1 "_l""" I “ i .

acean views, They also added a cupola, wlach

brings light into the intenors and allows for namral

ventlation when the doors and venes are open
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